40    Short History of Indian Literature

very language of the hymns was antiquated.
Interpretations became necessary, and were,
together with the text, handed down from
0-eneration to generation. The versions
rapidly increased in number, and varied in
different families. The Brahmins, intent on
the dignity of their time-hallowed institution,
brought harmony into the discrepancies, and
thus a large literature sprung up called the
Brahmanas. They are books dealing with
sacrificial details, and supporting the estab-
lished dogma on the authority of the Vedas.
The form of worship was rigidly fixed. Great
care was taken to preserve the purity of the
Vedic text. Minute attention was paid to
phonetics and accidence. The officiating
priest had it in his power to pronounce an
elaborate sacrifice null and void if, during
prayers, a single accent was put on the wrong
syllable. Travelling scholars gathered round
reputed teachers whose schools became the
centres of intellectual life. Not only questions
of grammar and ritual were discussed, but
speculation took a bolder flight and enquired
into the relationship between G-od and the
soul. There must have been a stirring
activity in the universities and at the royal
courts of ancient Hindustan. The King of